ALLEXBY IX EGYPT
longer a solution of these difficult problems might have
been  reached   earlier,  for  the   Egyptians   trusted   and
respected him and had confidence in his fairness.    As it
was, it was more than ten years after his departure before
a treaty was concluded between Great Britain and Egypt.
"He gives twice who gives quickly"; and he withdraws
half the value of his gift who hesitates and gives grudg-
ingly.   The six weeks that had elapsed at the beginning
of   1922   between   Alienby's   recommendations   to   the
Cabinet and their acceptance had allowed some of the
effects of Zaghlui's deportation to wear off and had given
the extremists time to poison the Egyptian mind against
any gifts from the English.    Certain events had helped
them; the treaty concluded by the British Government
with Ireland at the end of 1921 was interpreted to show
that violence and murder were the most effective means
of  gaining  concessions  from  Great   Britain;   and   the
evident weakness in Britain itself of Mr. Lloyd George's
Government seemed to foreshadow its early fall.   What
might be hoped from a Labour Government was. indi-
cated to the  Egyptian extremists  \vhen Mr.  Rainsay
MacDonald, the prospective Prime Minister of such a
Government,   passed   through   Egypt   shortly   before
Allenby's return with the Declaration.    To some local
Zaghlulists who entertained him at Port Said Mr. Mac-
Donald declared that "the people of England would soon
realize it was badly governed", and that "Egypt would
then come into its owrn"; he also expressed a hope for
ZaghiuTs speedy return.
Thus the generous policy which Allenby had obtained
in the Declaration was accepted somewhat grudgingly by
the Egyptians as an instalment' of complete indepen-
dence. There was plenty of material for the malcontents
to use. What sort of 'independence' could Egypt enjoy,
they asked, while she still lay under martial law admini-
stered by foreign troops; while the chosen leader of the
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